English – Year 3
Task 1: The Trojan Horse
Task 2: Features of a news report
Task 3: Organisational devices
Task 4: Sentence structure

Task 5: Writing a news report

The Trojan Horse

This story takes place in the ancient city of Troy, across the sea from Sparta.
At one time, Troy and other Greek city-states were friends, but during the Trojan War, the Greeks and
Trojans became enemies. Troy was protected by a towering wall which stretched all the way around the
city. The wall gave the Trojans an advantage because of it’s height and protection. When anyone tried to
attack, arrows would quickly rain down on their enemies. The Greeks had been trying to get over the wall
for many years however every attempt was thwarted by the Trojans.
One day, a Greek general called Odysseus had an excellent idea. It was a known fact that gifts were left
when armies surrendered. Using this information, Odysseus planned to leave a very attractive gift for the
Trojans, making them believe that the Greeks had admitted defeat and sailed home.
The Greeks built an enormous, beautiful wooden horse but the body was hollow, with enough space to fit
thirty men inside. The people of Troy were fascinated by the wooden horse standing outside their city wall.
As they saw the Greek army sail away, they decided to drag the gift into their city as a symbol of their
victory.
That night, the Greek ships turned around and sailed back towards Troy. Whilst the people of Troy were
asleep, the soldiers hiding inside the horse climbed out and signaled to the Greek ships that they had
entered the city.
The gates were opened and the Trojans were caught off guard. Troy was destroyed and the Trojan War
was over.

Task 1a:
In the story, find example sentences for each of these grammatical features:
• Expanded noun phrase (adjectives)
• Fronted adverbial (tells you when, how, why)
• Subordinate conjunctions (I SAW A WABUB)
Task 1b:
Create two sentences about the story for each grammatical feature you found earlier.
Expanded noun phrase
E.g. The huge, magnificent horse stood tall.
1.
2.
Fronted adverbial
E.g. Once the ships had sailed away, Troy opened the gates.
1.
2.
Subordinate conjunctions
E.g. The Greeks burst out of the horse when the city was asleep.
1.
2.

Task 2
In the news report, can you find these features?
You can print off the report and colour code the features or you can write the
different examples in a poster!

Who
What
Where
When
Why

Task 3
We are going to start to plan our news report about the Trojan horse. You can
write the report from the Greek point of view or the city of Troy’s.
Organisation features:
1. What is your headline going to be?
2. What quotes will you have from witnesses?
3. For your pictures, what will be your descriptive captions?
“We had no idea what
was happening. We had
watched the Greek’s ships
sail away!” Said one
confused solider of Troy.

Caption:

Caption:

Task 4
Write 3 sentences for your news report
including a co-ordinating conjunction.
1.
2.
3.

Write 3 sentences for your news report
including a subordinating conjunction.
Challenge yourself to begin the sentence with
the conjunction.
DON’T FORGET THE COMMA IF YOU DO.
1.
2.
3.

Task 5
Write your news report!

Don’t forget the features checklist.
Use your captions and speech you created in Task 3.
Draw your pictures and make your report thrilling!

