The story of Diwoli - Satwday |4 November this year

With one final sweep of his broom, Vihaan looked around him to see that the

room was looking much cleaner and tidier.

“Anika, how are you getting on in the kitchen?” he called through
to his sister.

“Almost done,” she replied, “I think we are almost ready for the
celebrations to begin. Why do we have to do all this cleaning
though? It's only going to be untidy again after Diwali!”

“It's important that we clean the dust and darkness from the

explained.

At that moment, Mum came in and told Vihaan and Anika to
head to bed as they'd have to be up early in the morning ready
to exchange gifts and welcome the Goddess Lakshmi into their

home. While they finished the cleaning, she had been busy decorating
the house and garden with coloured rice called Rangoli patterns.

Rushing into her brother’s bedroom at 6.30am the next morning, Anika was full
of excitement about the day ahead.

“Wake up, Vihaan! Come on, we've got to put the lights outside ready for
Lakshmi!” she shook him awake hastily, “What are they called again?”

“Diyas,” mumbled Vihaan from under his duvet, “they're called diyas.”

Reluctantly, he pulled himself out of bed and went with his sister to place
the diya lamps all around the outside of the house to welcome the Goddess
Lakshmi. Once they were all lit, the children went back inside to get dressed.
Mum was wearing her finest sari, Dad was wearing a
kurta and dhoti (traditional tunic and trousers)
and the children’s clothes were ready for them
to put on quickly.




“Oh, I do love all these beautiful colours and patterns!” exclaimed Anika.

Settling down together to say their prayers, the family shared gifts of sweets
and fruit with each other.

Stepping out in their colourful clothes, the family were joined by friends and
neighbours all heading to the temple to give thanks for the past year, receive
forgiveness for wrongdoings and look forward to a joyful new year. The rest
of the day passed by in a whirl of taking gifts to friends, family and people in
need, eating favourite foods, receiving blessings and plenty of music!

“Gosh, I'm so tired,” yawned Vihaan, “this is more exhausting than
yesterday’s cleaning!”

“But the best bit is still to come! You can’t go to bed yet!” Anika
said, “Tell him, Dad, why do we have the fireworks?"

Dad explained that the celebrations are about good and light
sweeping aside evil and darkness just like Rama rescues Sita
from the demon Ravana with the help of Hanuman.

“And the fireworks remind us of why we are celebrating. They
keep the skies around our homes full of light and welcome the
Goddess Lakshmi,” Vihaan answered.

“They really are spectacular,” gasped Anika, “but do you think I'll sleep well
tonight”.
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Carolling - "Noite Feliz" ("Silent N,Lgh,t") is o popular song in Brazil.

On Christmas Enve, thousands of devout Catholics attend the "Missa do Galo" or Midnight Mass.  After the Missa
displays of electric Lights.

People re-create the N.ativity .or Presepio in their homes .and churches. This tradition dates hack to Saint Francis of
Assisi, who is credited with creating the first live nativity scene in 1223 .as a way to make public worship of
Jesus part of the Christmas season. The recreation of the hirth of Christ, featuring people dressed .as Mary, Joseph
and the shepherds, wos meant to hring the Bible to life for .o population of bhelievers who were not literate.  Now

people use figures and other props. Typically, the manger is kept empty .and .only filled with the haby Jesus .on
Christmas Day.

Sometimes children leave .a sock near a window. [f Papai Noel finds your sock, hell exchange it for a present!
Taking part in a 'Secret Santa’, known as ‘amigo secreto’ (secret friend) is popular in Brozil at Christmas. Lt is
traditional to give small gifts all through meamm(mm). On Christmas day, people
reveal who their amigo secreto wos!

Christmas plays called 'Os Pastores (The S)wp,h.efd/s) are popular.

The food eaten .in Brozil (especially in the south) .during Christmas .came from Germany, Ltaly, Portugal, Spain .and
other countries. The troditional Christmas dinner here includes rousted turkey, megetables .and fruits. A German
"Stotllen’ or an ltalian "Panetone” often find their way to a Christmas feast held in the southern parts .of the
coundry. A huge Christmas dinner menu includes turkey, ham, colored rice, .and wonderful fresh svegetable .and fruit
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communal one, .as it involves making personal offerings to a god
and goddesses, and repeat mantros. Offerings include water,
fruit, flowers .and incense.

Worship at home

The majority of Hindu homes have a shrine where offerings are
made and proyers are said. A shrine can he anything: .o room, .a
small altar or simply pictures or statues of gods .or goddesses.
Family members .often worship together. Rituals should bhe
performed three times .o day.

Mantra - .o word, phrase or sound that is repeated when
prosying.




Temple worship
At a Hindu temple, different parts of the building harve .o different
o The central shrine is the heart of the worshipper
o The tower represents the flight of the spirit to heaven
e A priest may read, or .more usually recite, the Vedas
(religious texts) to the worshippers, but any "twice-horn

Reliai y

o Nitya
o Nitya rituals are performed daily .and .consist in
e Naimittika
o Naimittika rituals .are important but .only occur at
mmwww such as celebrations
o Kamya
o Kamya .are rituals which .are "optional' hut highly

Worshi ari
Pilgrimage is an important aspect of Hinduism. Lts an

Popular pilgrimage places .are rivers, but temples, mountains, .and
other sacred sites in India .are .also destinations for pilgrimages,

[

Do Hindus mainly worship .as individuals .at
home .or together with others .at the temple?

. What is a shrine?

. What do Hindus .offer .at .a shrine?

. How .often should ritwals be performed?

. What does the tower of the temple symbolise?

. What type of ritual is performed every .day?

. Give an example of a Kamya ritual.




Christian worship irwolves praising God in imusic .and speech,
readings from scripture, proyers .of yurious sorts, . sermon, .and
various holy ceremonies (often called sacraments) such as the
Eucharist.

Churistians come together in a group, individual Christians can
worship God .on their .oun, and in any place.

Origins

Churistian worship grew out of Jewish worship. Jesus Christ wos
a religious Jew who attended the synagogue and celebrated
Jewish festivals, .and his disciples were familiar with Jewish

The first hig change from Judaism was .making Sunday the holy
day instead of Satwday. By doing this the day of Christian




The Eucharist and the Word [. Can Christians worship on their .own?
Chuwrch services .on .a Sunday divide into two general types:

Eucharistic services .and services of the Word. Both types .of
service will include hymns, readings and prayers. 2. HUw,d,OChIi/Sﬁ,aMW'S)ILp. Gvdﬂvough,pxai/sz?

The Eucharistic service is focussed .on the act .of Holy

C.omumunion.

Holy Comumunion - .a rite where Christians eat bhread and drink

arine to rememhber the Last Supper. Thngelwve,thszﬁadj/s

the hody and. the wine is the hlood of Christ. 3. What .other religion did Christianity grow from?
The service of the Wmdmmmmm,mm L When is the holu A | whu did Christi
features a imuch longer sermon, in which the preacher will ) 5
discuss a religious text and its meanings. ‘C‘LCCS’Q"H"‘LS’W'
Skyle
Different chuuches, even within the same denomination, will wse
rery different styles of worship. Some will be elaborate, with .a . )
e 20 N will e o over to 5. Whaﬁ}w,p,pzrwwmg Holy Communion and

Some churches leave imuch of the .action to the minister, while







How are Hi ¢ . How .are Hinduw .and Catholic

styles of worship similar? los. of worship different?




