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     As writers in Year 1, we will learn... 
  Animal Kingdom 

 

Once Upon a Time Magic, Mystery and Mayhem 

Prior Knowledge 
 

Use of phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds. Knowledge of some irregular common words. Ability to 
write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others. Ability to make  phonetically plausible attempts at spelling 

Key Vocabulary letter, capital letter, word, singular, plural, sentence, punctuation, full stop, question mark, exclamation mark  

 

Genres Narrative Narrative 
Simple Instructions 
Invitation 

Narrative 
Instructions 

Composition—Planning and Structure Use actions and role play to familiarise 
themselves with the sequence of stories. 

  

 

Sequencing texts to form short narratives. Write a sequenced narrative with a        begin-
ning, middle and end. 

Composition—Vocabulary Use vocabulary provided by the teacher 
and from familiar stories in their writing. 

  

 

Use imaginative vocabulary from familiar 
fairy tale stories. 

Continue to use vocabulary found in familiar 
stories and begin  to introduce adjectives. 

Composition—Grammar and Punctuation Ordering and writing sentences ensuring 
correct use of capital letters and full stops. 

  

  

 

Ordering and writing sentences ensuring 
correct use of capital letters and full stops. 

Using conjunctions to link two parts of a 
sentence. 

Use question marks and exclamation marks. 

Using conjunctions to link two parts of a sen-
tence. 

Re-read what I have written to check it makes 
sense.  

Transcription—Spelling Segment spoken words into phonemes and 
represent these by graphemes, spelling 
some correctly.  

  

  

Spelling of red phonic words and common 
exception words. 

Introduction of suffixes and prefixes. 

 

Spelling of red phonic words and common ex-
ception words. 

Introduction of suffixes and prefixes. 

Transcription—Handwriting Use of pre-cursive handwriting. Use of pre-cursive writing and introduction 
of narrow lined books to focus on letter 
sizing including capital letters. 

Use of pre-cursive writing and focus on letter 
sizing including capital letters and formation of 
numbers. 



   As writers in Year 2, we will learn... 
  Fire, Fear and Fury 

 
Blue Planet Valiant Victorains 

Prior Knowledge 

 

Use of capital letters for names of people, places, the days of the week and the personal pronoun “I”. Accurate  demarcation of sentences with capital 

letters and full stops.  Correct spelling of some common exception words. Formation of lower case letters in the correct size and direction. 

Key Vocabulary  Noun, noun phrase, statement, question, exclamation, command, adjective, verb, suffix, adverb, tense, apostrophe, comma, conjunction.  

  

Genres Recount 
Narrative 
Report 
Poetry 
Instructions 
  

Letters 
Narrative 
Instructions 
Fact-file 

Narrative 
Letter 
Biography 

Composition— 

Planning and Structure 

To write about personal experience and the experience of 

others and  real events . 

 

To verbalise what will be written and when finished will begin 

to re-read their work to check it makes sense.  

  

  

To plan by writing down ideas and key words with new vocab-

ulary and re-read their finished work to make sure writing 

makes sense. 

To check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation. 

To begin to write in paragraphs. 

To  use organisational devices. e.g. subheadings. 

To evaluate writing with others and suggest improvement by 

checking for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation. 

To  write in paragraphs and begin to consider how sentence 

length impacts on writing.  

 
 

Composition— 

Vocabulary 

To be introduced to and encourage to use imaginative words 

to interest a reader. 

To  use expanded noun phrases and a range of  imaginative 

language correctly.  
To use literary devices such as alliteration, simile and meta-

phor. 

Composition— 

Grammar and Punctuation 

To use capital letters, full stops, ? !  correctly.  

To begin to write sentences with different forms: statement, 

question, exclamation, command  

To join sentences with the conjunctions: when, if, or, because, 

but, and. 

To learn what a noun, verb, adjective and adverb is. 

 

To use  past and present tense correctly and consistently. 

To begin to use varied pronouns appropriately and begin to 

use fronted adverbials. 

 

To begin to use commas for a list and begin to use apostrophe 

for omission and possession. 

 

 To use a variety of openers. 

To know that conjunctions can come at the beginning of a 

sentence. 

To also be able to punctuate direct speech with “” (inverted 

commas) 

Transcription— 

Spelling 

To segment spoken words into phonemes and  to spell words 

with alternative sounds.  

To also begin to turn adjectives into adverbs using –ly, -est, -

er. 

 

To continue to spell words with alternate sounds and spell 

some common exception words.  

To begin to use some common homophones. 

To use words with contracted forms within their writing and  

will add suffixes to words: - ment, -ness, -ful, -less, -ly 

They will add suffixes to words and add suffixes to create 

nouns. 

 

To be able to spell words ending in –tion. 

 

Transcription— 

Handwriting 

To continue to be taught to form lower case letters of the 

correct size and write capital letters and digits of the correct  

size and orientation. 

To use consistent finger spaces and write in a pre cursive 

style. 

To form lower case letters of the correct size and make sure 

capital letters and digits are of the correct  size and orienta-

tion. 

To begin to write in a cursive style by joining letters diagonally 

and horizontally. 

 

To begin to write in a cursive style by joining letters diagonally 

and horizontally. 



As writers in Year 3, we will learn... 
  Hull Fair The Land Before Time  Games, Gods and Greeks 

Prior Knowledge 

 

Noun, noun phrase, statement, question, exclamation, command, adjective, verb, suffix, adverb, tense, apostrophe, comma, conjunc-

tion.  

Key Vocabulary preposition, conjunction word family, prefix clause, subordinate clause direct speech consonant, consonant letter vowel, vowel letter 
inverted commas (or ‘speech marks’)  

Genres Information text (leaflet) 
Instructions 
Recount  
Newspaper 

Narrative - Druids 
Non-chronological report 
Letter—Druids 
Recount - Diary 

Newspaper report 
Persuasive text 
Narrative 
Advert 

Composition—Planning and Structure To plan and record my ideas  by rehearsing 
sentences orally. 

To  plan and record my ideas in different 
ways, developing mind maps to visualise 
my ideas.  

To plan and record my ideas in different 
ways, showing an increasing understanding 
of audience and purpose.  

Composition—Vocabulary To develop a wider use of vocabulary using  
discussion, word mats and thesauruses.  

To use similes as a figurative devices. To develop a rich vocabulary. 

Composition—Grammar and Punctuation To use past tense consistently.  
To use co-ordinating conjunctions . 
To use adverbs to add detail to my writing.  
To use  correct subject and verb agreement 

when using singular and plural. 

To use simple present and past tense con-
sistently.   
To use a range of sentence structures 
which may include  subordinating conjunc-
tions.  
To use inverted commas to indicate direct 
speech . 

To use apostrophes to show possession.  
To use a range of nouns and pronouns to 

avoid repetition. 
 

Transcription—Spelling To spell many of the Year 3/4 words correctly. 
 
 

To use prefixes and suffixes. 
 
To use homophones correctly.  

To proof read for spelling  errors using 
word mats and dictionaries.  

Transcription—Handwriting To size ascending and descending  letters 
appropriately . 

To use joined handwriting which shows in-
creased legibility, consistency and quality.  

To use joined handwriting which shows in-
creased legibility, consistency and quality.  



As writers in Year 4, we will learn... 
  As the Bomb Drops   

 

 

The Romans A Voyage of Discovery 

Prior Knowledge 

 

To write sentences with capital letters and full stops, and use of question marks correctly and consistently. Use of co-ordination and subordination to join 

clauses. Use of present and past tense correctly. Use of correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural. 

Key Vocabulary  Determiner, pronoun, possessive pronoun, adverbial  

      

Genres Non-chronological report 
Recount 
Explanation 
Letter 
Poetry 
 

Narrative—Myths and Legends 
Explanation 
Poetry 
Recount 

Non-chronological report 
Narrative 
Poetry 
Newspaper report 
 

Composition 
 
Planning and structure 

To plan writing using the main features of a spe-
cific text type. 
 
To use conjunctions that signal time, shift atten-
tion, inject suspense and shift the setting. 
 
  

To organise paragraphs around a theme and 
sequence them logically. 

To plan writing using the main features of a spe-
cific text type and build the ability to adapt 
writing to a specific audience and purpose, using 
appropriate language and structural features. 
 
 

Composition 
 
Vocabulary 

To  use adverbs / adverbials and prepositional 
phrases to express time and cause. 
 
 
  

To use figurative language (similes and allitera-
tion) 

 To use figurative language (similes and allitera-
tion), adverbs/adverbials and prepositional 
phrases to express time and cause. 
To engage the reader through well-selected 
vocabulary choices. 

Composition 
 
Grammar and punctuation 

To  use a subordinating conjunction to begin a 
sentence. 
To use a comma accurately when using a fronted 
adverbial. 
To accurately use apostrophes to indicate pos-
session, including irregular plurals. 
 
  

To punctuate direct speech accurately. 
To use the present perfect form of verbs. 
To use a mixture of simple, compound and com-
plex sentences. 

To propose changes to grammar and vocabulary 
to improve consistency, including the accurate 
use of pronouns in sentences. 
To punctuate direct speech accurately remem-
bering to start a new line for a new speaker. 

Transcription 
 
Spelling 

To spell many of the Year 3/4 words correctly. 
 
 

 To use prefixes and suffixes. To spell many of the Year 4 homophones cor-
rectly 

Transcription 
 
Handwriting 
 

To use joined handwriting which shows in-
creased legibility, consistency and quality.  

To use joined handwriting which shows in-
creased legibility, consistency and quality.  

To use joined handwriting which shows in-
creased legibility, consistency and quality.  



    As writers in Year 5, we will learn... 
  Around the World  Reach for the Stars  

 

Thinking Back, Looking Forward  

Prior Knowledge 

 

Use capital letters, full stops, question marks, exclamation marks, inverted commas and commas for lists and fronted adverbials. Use of apostro-

phes for possession and contraction accurately. Use of paragraphs to organise ideas. Correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and 

plural. Use of consistent, joined legible writing.  

Key Vocabulary modal verb, relative pronoun, relative clause, parenthesis, bracket, dash, cohesion, ambiguity  

Genres Narrative 
Poem 
Postcard 
Non-chronological report 

Biography 
Balanced Argument 
Persuasive letter 
Poem 
Character description  

Newspaper Report 
Narrative—King Arthur quest 
Poetry—Anglo-Saxon journey 
Persuasive Speech 
Diary Entry 

Composition— 

Planning and Structure 

To identify the audience and purpose of the 
writing choosing the level of formality appro-
priate to my audience.  

To use a wide range of cohesive devices within 
and across paragraphs. 

To use further organizational and presenta-
tional devices to structure text. 

To integrate dialogue into my narratives to 
convey character. 

To identify the audience and purpose of the 
writing . 

To use a range of conjunctions within para-
graphs. 

To use organisational features to structure 
different texts. 

  

To use a wide range of cohesive devices within 
and across paragraphs, using adverbials of 
time and place. 

To consider tense choices  

To integrate dialogue into my narratives to 
convey character and advance the action.  

Composition— 

Vocabulary 

To  add figurative devices  including metaphors 
and  personification. 

To describe settings, characters and create 
atmosphere effectively by selecting  vocabu-
lary. 

To  add figurative devices  including meta-
phors. 

To  add figurative devices  including metaphors 
and  personification. 

To describe settings, characters and create 
atmosphere effectively by selecting appropri-
ate grammar and vocabulary. 

Composition— 

Grammar and Punctuation 

To vary the way sentences are structured using 
co-ordination and subordination 

 

 

To vary the way sentences are structured using 
co-ordination 

To vary the way sentences are structured using 
coordination and subordination.  

I can use commas to clarify meaning or avoid 
ambiguity.  

Transcription— 

Spelling 

To indicate parenthesis using brackets and 
dashes 

To indicate parenthesis, using brackets To indicate parenthesis using brackets, dashes 
and commas. 

Transcription— 

Handwriting 

To  maintain legibility and fluency in hand-
writing. 

To  maintain legibility in handwriting. To maintain legibility, fluency and speed in 
handwriting. 



As writers in Year 6, we will learn... 
  Invaders, Injustice and Inventions 

 
Our Incredible Earth  Making Connections 

Prior Knowledge 

 

Use of capital letters, full stops, question marks, commas for lists and opening clauses and apostrophes for contraction. Use of different clause struc-

tures. Use of paragraphs to organise ideas.   

Key Vocabulary subject, object, active, passive, synonym, antonym, ellipsis, hyphen, colon, semi-colon, bullet points , direct speech, reported speech 

 
Genres Narrative—Setting description 

Narrative Story 
Biography 
Balanced Discussion 
Newspaper Report 
Poem 
 

Persuasive Text 
Letter of Complaint 
Non-chronological report 
Explanation Text 
 

Narrative - Adventure Story 
Narrative -  Dialogue 
Newspaper Report 
Review 
 

Composition 

Planning and Structure 

To build cohesion across paragraphs. 

To select  language which shows good awareness of 
the reader. 

 

To use simple devices to structure the writing and 
support the reader (e.g. headings). 

To integrate dialogue to convey character and ad-
vance the action. 

 

Composition 

Vocabulary 

To effectively describe settings and characters and 
create atmosphere. 

To select language which shows good awareness of 
the reader. 

To use adverbs and expanded noun phrases effective-
ly to add precision and detail. 

To choose vocabulary appropriate to the formal and 
informal register. 

 

To use a range of figurative devices. 

Composition 

Grammar and Punctuation 

To use a wide range of clause structures including 
sentences which begin with a subordinating conjunc-
tion. 

To use a range of punctuation including semi-colons. 

To use a wide range of clause structures including 
sentences which begin with a subordinating conjunc-
tion and sentences which begin with a verb. 

To use a range of punctuation including semi-colons 
and dashes. 

To use modal verbs to suggest degrees of possibility. 

To use passive verbs to  affect how information is 
presented. 

To use a wide range of clause structures including 
sentences which begin with a subordinating conjunc-
tion, sentences which begin with a verb and sentenc-
es which begin with an adjective. 

To use a range of punctuation including colons, semi-
colons, dashes and brackets. 

To punctuate direct speech correctly using inverted 
commas and associated punctuation. 

Transcription 

Spelling 

To use a dictionary to check the spelling of uncom-
mon or more ambitious vocabulary. 

To use a dictionary to check the spelling of uncom-
mon or more ambitious vocabulary. 

To use a dictionary to check the spelling of uncom-
mon or more ambitious vocabulary. 

Transcription 

Handwriting 

To maintain legibility in joined handwriting when 
writing at speed.  

To maintain legibility in joined handwriting when 
writing at speed.  

To maintain legibility in joined handwriting when 
writing at speed.  


